Remarks by Ambassador of the Republic of Lithuania
in the Republic of Azerbaijan Kęstutis Vaškelevičius

At the Čiurlionis Quartet Concert on the occasion of the Restoration of the State of Lithuania
February 14, 2025, International Mugham Center

Dear director Sahib Pashazade,
Dear Ambassadors and friends of Lithuania,

Thank you for coming tonight to celebrate Lithuania‘s freedom with us.
In 1918 freedom seemed like an unattainable dream, as our nation was squeezed between several much greater military powers. But Lithuania rose like a phoenix; and on February 16, 1918, restored its statehood which dates back to the 13th century, to the Kingdom of Lithuania.
After two decades of being independent, Lithuania, as well as many more countries across Europe, lost freedom when two authoritarian aggressors, encouraged by the appeasement policies, attacked neighbouring countries. 
Never giving up on a hope to have its own state, Lithuania again restored its independence in 1990. That was possible because of a heroic fight of our people, and because of the solidarity among the captive nations. One of sch captive nations- Azerbaijan-, knowing the heavy price of freedom from its own tragedy of January 20, showed big support for Lithuania when a year later Soviet army was shooting at civilians in Vilnius. 
Indeed, solidarity among former captive nations led to one of the biggest victories of the 20th century- the collapse of the Soviet Union.  Nations from Central Europe to Central Asia restored their independence or reclaimed the right to be the masters of their own destiny.
Freedom allowed Lithuania to dream big, gave us the tools to achieve these dreams, and to build a state that our people wanted to live in. 
Today Lithuania is a proud member of EU, NATO, and OECD. 
· Our GDP per capita skyrocketed from 10% EU average to 87% EU average today. 
· Our economy is the 15th freest in the world.
· 95 out of 100 top universities in the world use Lithuanian laser technologies. 
· Lithuania has the fastest public wi-fi in the world.
· Lithuania is one of life sciences powerhouse in Europe, contributing almost 3% to GDP. 
· Lithuania has a very vibrant startup ecosystem, and our startups are working hand-in-hand with the likes of NASA and SpaceX. 
No wonder that the United Nations report in 2024 stated that the happiest young people (under 30) in the world live in Lithuania. 
The journey to a success was and still is not easy. But this journey was nothing but a remarkable. Just one example, for many years Lithuania was dependent on Russia’s energy resources and had been paying the highest price for gas in Europe, and constantly experienced energy blackmailing. 
So, we took actions, and invested heavily in our energy independence- we built our oil terminal, LNG terminal and new electricity connections. 
6 days ago all three Baltic States disconnected from old electricity grid and synchronized to Europe. This historic step will ensure energy security, stability and reliability for our businesses and our people.
We are humbled to understand that our achievements were possible only because of the peace dividends and stability that the rules-based international order provided us for the last few decades. 
Peace is not everything, but without peace everything is nothing. 
Today, in a quite dark hour for peace, it is Ukrainians who stand their ground and give hope that freedom will prevail over new form of colonialism, and that peace will prevail over aggression. 
In the world of ribbentrops and molotovs and chamberlains, Ukraine offers us the world of Churchill. The world of David against Goliath. 
Supporting Ukraine today is the best investment for sustainable global peace tomorrow. Lithuania firmly believes that in the future Ukraine belongs to NATO.
As Lithuania celebrates State Restoration Day, we also say thank you for friends who helped us to achieve independence. In the preparations and in the margins of the Versailles Peace Conference, Lithuanian and Azerbaijani delegations supported each other‘s quest for independence. The fight for freedom in the beginning of 1990s brought our nations even closer together and paved the way for strong mutual friendship. Today Lithuania is committed to strengthen this friendship.
It is symbolic that this year our countries commemorate anniversaries of the giants of our music. September 2025 marks the 140th anniversary of the birth of the great Azerbaijani composer, creator of the first opera in the East Uzeyir Hacibayli. 
September also marks the 150th anniversary of the birth of great Lithuanian composer and artists Mikalojus Konstantinas Čiurlionis. 
Čiurlionis was Lithuania’s first modern composer. He saw music as colours and heard colours as music. Čiurlionis created a world where reality and dreams merge. His paintings are like a journey through unknown spaces, where the beauty of nature and cosmic harmony merge into a single whole. 
I express deep appreciation for a famous Čiurlionis String Quartet for coming to Baku and introducing the music of Čiurlionis to Azerbaijani public. This concert starts a series of cultural events dedicated to the 30th anniversary of the establishment of the diplomatic relations between Lithuania and Azerbaijan.
I also want to express very sincere appreciation for music virtuoso, merited Artist of Azerbaijan and director of International Mugham Center Sahib Pashazade and his team for opportunity to listen to Čiurlionis in this wonderful venue.

I hope you will enjoy the music.

